Childhood invasive pneumococcal disease in Germany between 1997 and 2003: variability in incidence and serotype distribution in absence of general pneumococcal conjugate vaccination.
Based on active prospective surveillance, we report the incidence and serotype distribution for invasive pneumococcal disease in German children between 1997 and 2003. While incidence of meningitis cases was stable over time, there was an increase in non-meningitis cases. In absence of a general pneumococcal conjugate vaccination program, there were considerable and significant changes in serotype distribution over time. These should be considered when discussing the effect of vaccination programs and related changes in serotype distribution.